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What is this Mother thinking as she looks at her newborn child?  


Right from the start, many parents begin setting goals for their children as soon 


as they are born, dreaming big dreams, setting high expectations.  



Unfortunately, they are largely secular goals—doing well in school, having a good 

job, making a comfortable living here rather than focusing on our spiritual 


destination and goals.  Most parents don’t give much thought to the salvation of 


their children.  They often think that attending church once a week, turning 


them over to the church’s children’s ministries leaders will ensure their 



children’s salvation.



However, statistics are now revealing some very earth-shaking situations 



prevalent in Christian churches all over the world.  These statistics tell us that if 


we don’t wake up and take notice, our churches will soon die a natural death; we 

will not have a future if we don’t act today.  The problem is serious; the church is 

in a crisis!
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What Research Says
· More than half of our teens leave the church after high school.
· Christian young people today don’t know the Bible as they used to.
· They are not transferring their Biblical knowledge into a biblical 



worldview.
· Josh McDowell  says that only 15% have a biblical worldview
· Barna thinks it’s less than 10%.  (Larry Fowler, Raising a Modern-Day 
Joseph, pp. 27, 28) 
The research statistics tell us that we are in a crisis situation.  Something 
is very much amiss.  Across all denominations we see our young people and teens leaving the church in droves, and we often wonder why.  The reason lies in the fact that those who have attended church faithfully for years know the Bible facts and information but they do not know the Lord of the Bible.  They do a lot of memory work every week in church but this information stays as data in their minds.  It is not integrated into real living Christianity; it lacks the power of influencing the life because these cold hard facts have not connected them to Jesus.  Worse yet, we 
see a declining interest in reading the Bible among adults themselves, and today’s children don’t know their Bibles as well as they used to a generation ago.
This is no surprise as we look at Adventists today.  Only about half of them do read their Bibles on a regular basis.  Family worship is a thing of the past as we struggle to maintain our balance in a life where time is a scarce commodity.  When parents don’t read their Bibles or connect with God in prayer and worship, can we expect children to pick up this habit?
Dudley, who undertook a 10-year longitudinal study of Adventist young people on Why Our Teenagers Leave the Church (2000, pp 27-37), estimate that 55% are leaving the church in each generation and this is a conservative estimate.  based on his own personal pastoral experience, Barry Gane in his book, Loving Them Back, Leading Them Home (2010, p. 15) thinks that between 35 and 65% of youth leave the church.
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Home, School, Church, and the Community

The training of children begins in the home and we can never over-emphasize the important role that the home plays in the discipleship of children.  The home is the main discipler; the home is where children develop a genuine faith.  While the school, the church and community have an influence on the child, the religious instruction of children is primarily the responsibility of the home, of the parents.  If at home, children do not transfer their religious learning into a relationship with a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, their faith is not built on a solid foundation.  Thus when these children hit an identity crisis during the teen years, many are shaken and may yield to the temptation to leave the church and try the world.
Slide  5  
Home Influences 
Having recently written a book on parenting and faith development, entitled Revolutionary Parenting, Barna explained that there is no viable substitute for a parents’ spiritual imprint on their children. “In addition to making parenting a 24/7 priority, we found that parents must have an authentic and vibrant faith in order to provide meaningful spiritual guidance to their children. Children rarely embrace spiritual principles and practices that their parents fail to demonstrate in their lifestyle.”
Ellen White wrote a long time ago:  “Parents, remember that your home is a training school, in which your children are to be prepared for the home above. (Child Guidance, p. 17)
“Parents should in a special sense regard themselves as agents of God to instruct their children, as did Abraham, to keep the way of the Lord. They need to search the Scriptures diligently, to know what is the way of the Lord, that they may teach it to their household. . . In order to be teachers, parents must be learners, gathering light constantly from the oracles of God and by precept and example bringing this precious light into the education of their children. (Adventist Home, p. 184)
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Questions to Ponder 
· Am I saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ? 
· Do I experience the joy of a new life in Jesus? 
· Am I am growing every day in my relationship with Jesus?
· Do I have time alone with God myself?
· Do my children know that I read the Bible and pray daily? 
The above questions help parents to reflect on their own spiritual experience.  If they are to model spirituality for their children, then they need to think deeply about how they are influencing their children through their own spiritual experience.  Do you really have a relationship with Jesus and know Him as your own personal Savior?  Are you connected everyday with Him and do your children see you doing your own devotional day by day?
Can your children see that you are changing and growing, getting better from day to day?  Yesterday you might have lost your temper and had to apologize; today you exercised more self-control.  As you win your victories, share them with your children.  Talk about what you are learning from God’s word with them; talk about your prayer life—who, what, why you are praying for or about; share with them the joy of answered prayers.
Is your faith a living, thriving faith, one that is full of joy that is so infectious that your children can see it, hear about it, feel it and catch it?  In other words, is your religion contagious?
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Questions to Ponder 
· Do I believe that God has dreams for my children? 
· Am I intentional about my children’s spiritual growth and development as 
much as their physical, academic and social development?
· Do I teach my kids to love God’s Word? 
· Do I lead my kids to worship God?
· Do I recognize the importance of helping our children become God’s 
children, not His grandchildren? 
From my own personal connection with God, do I realize that my children need to connect with Him as well on a one-to-one basis, learn to love God’s Word and pray?  Hence, parents who are intentional will seek to find different ways to interest their children in talking about God and His will, obeying Him and spending time with Him everyday.  As children develop this intimate relationship with Him, they become His children, rather than having a spiritual experience vicariously through their parents.  The Bible clearly talks about us as God’s children, never as His grandchildren.
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Questions to Ponder 
· Do I have the skills to be a spiritual mentor for my children?
· Is my family comfortable discussing spiritual things?
· Is family worship an important part of our family life?
As parents think about leading their children to Christ, it is wise to question which skills they would need to develop in order to mentor their children.  Perhaps it’s learning to tell a story the interesting way, or adopting new flexible styles and approaches to teaching the Bible and reading God’s Word.
If spirituality is important, do we discuss the deeper things of God, how the children are relating to Him on a daily basis, as they face challenges in school and at play, how are such situations handled in light of the values we hold as Christians.  If we claim to love God, then how I behave on the playground or in school, whether I share my lunch or help a friend in need take on spiritual tones.  When parents frankly discuss these practical issues, they grow as a family, and children receive instruction in the ways of God through such conversations.

Then there is the crucial question of family worship which is fading fast from the picture of our Christian families.  With double incomes, parents don’t have much time for their children.  It is equally daunting to gather everyone together every morning or evening as we rush about to meet our appointments.  Yet, family worship is vital to the spiritual growth of its members and a key to the discipleship of our children.

Roger Dudley, who conducted a 10-year research into the spirituality of our young people came to this conclusion:

The strongest family-related predictor of faith and commitment in the whole study is the quality of family worship (experienced by the young person as interesting and meaningful).
Family worship seems to be a significant factor in helping youth develops a deep, rich, life-changing faith.  It is interesting that something as simple to do as regular family devotions could be so helpful. Think what might happen if this family activity were reinstated in each household. (Why our Teenagers Leave the Church)

Janet Kangas who studied more than 1,500 Adventist youth arrived at the same finding.  The more the family worshipped together, the higher the possibility that these teenagers will remain Adventists.  (A Study of the Religious Attitudes and Behaviors of Seventh-day Adventist Adolescents in North America Related to their Family, Educational, and Church Backgrounds, unpublished doctoral dissertation, Andrews University, 1988.)


If we recognize this as a priority for the spiritual growth of our families, then we 


need to do the following:

Plan ahead to ensure its success

Prepare materials

Set the time after consultation with members

Fit the age group; be flexible
Make it interesting; be creative

Keep it short

Focus on integration into life; make it practical
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Questions to Ponder 
· Do I walk the talk? 
· Are you positive in your outlook?
· Do you worry and lose your temper when something goes wrong?
· Does God’s love shine through your behavior everyday, not only on 
Sabbath?
Children are always stark honest.  One mother who was the perfect hostess was taken aback when her child said, “Mommy, why aren’t you this nice to us when people aren’t here?”  Do we model what we believe in?  Do we live up to what we teach the children about joy, about sharing, about generosity, about honesty or do we have double standards?
It’s easy when things are going well, but when problems crop up, do you fly off the handle and scream and shout to get your way?  How do you resolve conflicts?  Do you talk about trust in a God who cares and one who will see us through every difficulty or do you express doubt and get upset when something is not going your way?  

On a daily basis, do the children enjoy your company because you are the same smiling joyful Christian both at home and in church and in public?  When things go wrong, you can still remain positive in your outlook knowing that such things happen for our edification and then look for the lesson God is trying to teach in each situation.

Slide 10  
Questions to Ponder 
· In my relationships
· Am I involved with my spouse?
· Do the children feel secure with the connection and love between both parents?
· Are you involved intimately with your children (fathers especially)?
· Are you involved with your close relatives & church family?
Charity begins at home.  Ellen White writes that the “home field has been shamefully neglected.”  She talks about the importance of prioritizing our own family’s salvation before thinking about converting people outside of the home.  She reminds us to strengthen our relationships with our spouses and children at home so that our home life can be a model and witness to those around.  This work is “far more powerful than any sermon that can be preached.”
It is far easier to act right in public than to uphold these same principles in the home where we often let down our guard and shout and scream at our spouses and our children.  In Child Guidance, Ellen White writes:  You may be evangelists in the home, ministers of grace to your children. (Child Guidance, p. 479).  

Further, she writes:  “We need more sunshiny parents and more sunshiny Christians. We are too much shut up within ourselves. Too often the kindly, encouraging word, the cheery smile, are withheld from our children and from the oppressed and discouraged. (AH 37.1)
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 Questions to Ponder 
· Am I active in sharing my faith in God with others?
· Am I active in leading my children in serving others? 
While a living faith begins at home, it never ends there.  A living faith will be compelled to reach out to others.  As Christians we have a mission to the world, to share our living testimonies and help in serving the needy, poor and helpless.
Recognizing this important aspect of faith development, parents in one church planned their vacations around mission trips as families, visiting poor schools, orphanages, helping to paint, teach and interact with the needy children.  Their children saved their pocket money over a period of time so they could buy much-needed library books and art and craft supplies to share with those disadvantaged kids.  When parents model servant leadership, children catch on to the mission spirit that is so lacking in a self-centered world.




As I have observed, children who go on mission trips are never the same again; 



they are touched by the Spirit; they are transformed into caring Christians.  One 



young teen who returned from a mission trip just before Christmas, refused 



some expensive electronic game his parents wanted to buy for him.  He told his 



parents, “Well, I don’t really need the game; why don’t you set aside the money 



you were going to spend and use it for my next mission trip?”
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Home, Church, School & Community Interaction

Again we cannot over-emphasize the centrality the home plays in leading our children to Christ and fostering their time alone with God.  This is a duty that cannot be relegated to the church nor the school nor the community.  It has to begin at home, the primary discipling agency for children.  At best these other agencies merely reinforce the foundational teaching done at home.
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“Fathers and mothers, we entreat you to take up your long-neglected duties. Search the Scriptures yourselves; assist your children in the study of the Sacred Word. Make diligent work because of past neglect. Do not send the children away by themselves to study the Bible, but read it with them, teach them in a simple manner what you know, and keep in the school of Christ as diligent students yourselves.”  CSW 20 

Yes, the most powerful teaching strategy is modeling; tell your children to do as you do and not just do as you say.  If you want your children to study the Bible, then model it for them, show them that it is just as important to you.  The experts say that it takes 21 days to establish a habit, and if, for 3 weeks, Bible reading is consistently done, it will form a habit that will mean a closer walk with God.
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TAG—Time Alone with God 
· Preparing the heart with prayer
· ACTS
· Adoration
· Confession
· Thanksgiving
· Supplication

Modeling how to pray from the time the children are small is the best way to teach them communion with their Heavenly Father.  Praying privately, publicly out loud, having conversational prayer all help to personalize prayer.  We can bring all our burdens to the Lord, we can talk to Him about anything, yes, even our secrets.



“ACTS” comprises the four basic prayer principles that govern a Spirit-filled 


prayer:



“A”--adoration.  First begin with praising God for His goodness and might.  The 


Psalms of David provide a good reference for this part of the prayer.


“C”—confession.  This clears our hearts of our sins and wrongdoing and makes 


way for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and grant us His power.  Just before 


Pentecost, the Apostles humbled themselves in repentance and confession—an 


important principle of effective prayer.



“T”—thanksgiving.  Ephesians 5:18-20 instructs us to be filled with the Spirit, 


giving thanks to God.  It helps us not to take things for granted and gives us 


clearer spiritual vision to see how God is working in our lives.


“S”—supplication.   Matthew 7:7 assures us that if we ask, it will be given to us; all our needs will be abundantly supplied.  We can be honest before God, bringing to him the desires of our heart and ask Him to make our heart one with His so that our desires will be His desires.  (Mark Finley, Revive Us Again, pp. 19-21)
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TAG—Time Alone with God 
· Connecting with the Word
· What does this mean to me today?
· Praying the Word
· Application in real life 
The importance of helping our children see that the Bible has power and is for our instruction and correction, pointing us to the right way and helping us see where we went wrong is to be our primary concern.  When we study the Bible, we need to constantly ask, “What is God saying to me today?”  “What lessons can I learn from this?”
Then we can use the Word of God in prayer; taking out gems of verses and turning them into prayers.  For example, “Lord you promised that nothing is too hard for you (Genesis 18:14) so we want to claim this promise as Lily faces the bully in her class tomorrow.  Give her the courage that you gave Caleb and Joshua.  We claim your promise that you will help us to be strong and of good courage (Joshua 1:6) because you are on our side.”  Our children need to learn that the Bible is powerful and relevant to daily living.
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Drawing Deep from the Word of God & Prayer 

· The lily on the lake strikes its roots down deep beneath the surface of 


rubbish and slime, and through its porous stem draws those properties that 


will aid its development and bring to light its spotless blossom to repose in 


purity on the bosom of the lake.  {Ellen White, My Life Today, p. 263} 

In a world that is sliding further and further from the image of God, we need to drink deeply from God’s Word to ensure that we can be like the lilies whose blossoms stand out in stark contrast to the pollution of sin all around us.
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Prayer 

· Christian parents, morning and evening, by earnest prayer and persevering faith, to make a hedge about their children. They should patiently instruct them, kindly and untiringly teach them how to live in order to please God.  {Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 397} 


Parents can begin here with their own spiritual journeys by earnestly praying for 


each child everyday, sometimes several times a day as they face challenges in 


their young lives.
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Prayer 

“Could our children learn these lessons of finding at dawn and twilight a quiet season for communion with their Father in heaven, in the morning of their years, what freshness and power, what joy and sweetness, would be brought into their lives!” – CG 525
When parents have a vibrant prayer life, they can influence their children very effectively to emulate this life-changing habit of spending time alone with their God and Father and discover the peace that overcomes all their childhood fears and problems.  Beginning early, they will learn the sweet assurance that comes with knowing a personal Savior who is always with us as we walk life’s road.
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How do we foster TAG at the different ages?
· 0 – 5 years

· 6-10 years

· 11-15 years

Parents are advised to use different approaches in fostering children’s time alone with God at different ages.  For the young children, time alone with God will be shorter as compared with the teenager who has a much longer attention span.  Very small children may do TAG with their parents or have their parents nearby as they do their TAG.


One two-year-old who had been spiritually mentored well saw the need to have her own time alone with God one morning.  Her mother, a seller of fruit, was struggling in the shop, trying to sell off as much as she could so that she could have time in the afternoon to study the Bible with a neighbor.  This young child knelt in the corner of the shop and prayed out loud unashamedly, “Dear God, help Mommy to sell many, many fruit so she can have time to have her Bible study this afternoon with Aunty Lyn.  Please help the people to buy lots and lots of fruit this morning, in Jesus’ name, Amen.”  For sure, those who were in the shop bought more than their intended amount that morning so that the faith of this two-year-old could be rewarded.


Young children from 0-5 need to learn the basic lessons of obedience, love, joy and answered prayers,  Yes, even as early as two years of age, as soon as the child can talk, they can begin to spend their own short private time alone with God.

Those in the primary years will be able to read the Bible on their own and supplementary materials, an easy-to-read version of the Bible (The Clear Word) and other aids such as maps or the Bible in digital form will be helpful in sustaining the interest.  Digitally, much is available and the Children’s Ministries website (www.childmin.com) with its podcasts and other interesting materials and activities will be helpful in this area.  Other websites you could visit include:  www.dltk-bible.com; www.msscrafts.com; www.akidsheart.com/bible/bible.htm; www.kidssundayschool.com.


Those who are 11-15 can be encouraged to read widely, ask curious questions about the Bible, play Bible trivia, connect with other kids on line to discuss a lesson for the week.  They can be challenged to teach the younger children a particular bible study and in order to do that, they themselves will have to be prepared.  Their time alone with God will take on more meaning as they see their prayers answered and feel the presence and leading of God.  Parents need to engage them often in conversations regarding their answered prayers and their spiritual walk.  They may pose questions that will stump their parents, but parents can always help to connect them to some authority to find the answers if they don’t know.

It is at this age that children should be led to decide for Christ.  Some may do so as early as 7 or 8 years old.  While baptism of young children is usually discouraged in many Asian churches, this commitment needs to be taken seriously and recognized.  Perhaps a simple ceremony of commitment could help seal this decision and work with the pastor to begin a series of Bible studies that will lead towards baptism.

Flexibility in allowing your primary and teens to approach their TAG in creative ways is necessary.  Teens have their challenges with their emotional highs and lows.  Instead of telling them to sit and read 3 chapters of their Bible as a daily mandate, allow them to connect with God in different ways.  Just memorizing a text, meditating on it through the day may be just as powerful as reading a chapter or 3 chapters.  Other times they may want to just listen to a reading on MP3, surf the net with a commentary to help them understand. Be open to a variety of approaches and better yet, ask the children to come up with different ways they might enjoy relating to the Word of God and prayer.  You will be surprised at the responses they will come up with.
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Making Disciples
At the core of spending time with God is to make disciples for Jesus.  Our children have to decide for themselves whether they will commit to God as a real Father and Friend.  We cannot do it for them.

The Kids in Discipleship Movement leads families towards discipleship, encouraging each to spend time alone with God on a daily basis based on Deuteronomy 6:4-7.  Christians subscribe to these verses as the principles of teaching our children about God and leading them to be His disciples
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THE K.I.D. MOVEMENT 

· Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.   Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Deut 6:4-7 
The Kids in Discipleship movement (KID), led by Pastor Don MacLafferty is an intergenerational approach to mentoring our children to be disciples of Jesus now rather than later.  It involves training the parents first and when they are equipped, then they commit themselves to discipling their children.
Pastor Don is traveling the world helping churches to start this movement among interested families.  Although initiated in the USA, this movement has now spread to nine out of the thirteen divisions of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  More information can be gleaned from their website: www.kidsindiscipleship.org.  It is a solution that the Lord has given to stem the loss of our Adventist youth to the world.  

We CAN keep our kids in the church as vibrant, loving Christians if only each individual and each family spends time alone with God, getting to know Him (I Chronicles 28:9).  He will transform us, He will empower us to stay true and faithful as His disciples and send us out with a dynamic testimony of what God can do in each of us.
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