CHM Leadership Certification

Level III
PARTNERING WITH PARENTS
Julie Weslake, SPD Children’s Ministries

(Presenter’s notes based on “Think Orange” by Reggie Joiner, and “Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions” by George Barna)
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Have you ever experienced an earthquake? Serious quakes can completely demolish buildings, but most will just give buildings a good shake. If you are unfortunate, then cracks in your walls may appear. These need to be repaired to give strength back to your home.

Cracks are starting to appear in the walls of Children’s Ministry. Our churches are being shaken, by the lack of solid faith foundations. We have been busy asking parents to send their children to us for discipleship, but ignoring the huge potential of partnering with the parents.
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We start to have ministry success when we recognize that:

 Parents are primary spiritual mentors of children and it is essential to extend ministry into the home and partner with them.
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 If you really want children to be disciples of Jesus, then you recognize that:

“No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.” (Think Orange p.84).
Parents are the ones who have the strongest relationship. Children will model their spirituality on the spirituality of their parents. God’s character will be revealed through the loving relationship that they have with their parents.

“No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.” (Think Orange p 85)
Parents are in the unique position to know where their children are spiritually, and to put steps in place to help them, because parents are the ones who have the most time with their children. If over a year, children only spend 2 hours a week at church (with a couple weeks away because of holidays), we could say that the church may have 100 hours of influence. The average family has the potential for 3,000 hours.
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In summary we believe that parents have a huge potential because they:
· know their children
· have time to help them
· have loving relationships with their children that provide the foundation of spiritual development
· have the trust of their children.
Parents have twice as much influence than any church program. Teens choose mum first then dad when identifying spiritual influences. (Search Institute as cited in Church+ home by Mark Holman p. 32)
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In Matthew 22:37-40, Jesus tells us to ensure that we love God and love our neighbours. Churches need to partner with parents to help:

Incite Wonder
So children grow up continually amazed at how great God is and how much He loves them.

Provoke Discovery
So children can pursue a lifestyle of building a relationship with Jesus and be guided by His word and spirit.

Fuel Passion
So children can have a sense of passion that will drive them to be like Jesus and do as He did. 
(Think Orange p.156)
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There are 5 basic things that children need to be able to do so they can own their faith and make it personal.


Navigate the Bible: To learn where they can go to find verses that will help them with specific questions.
Personalize Scripture: To remember Scripture when they need it most and apply it in everyday situations.
Dialogue with God: To encourage them to practice talking with God, both in private and public.
Articulate Personal Faith: To be able to discuss and share, wrestling with what they believe and defend their faith.
Worship with Your Life: To know how to give back to God and serve Him in their daily lives.
(Think Orange p.194)
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As Moses stood with the children of Israel before they entered Canaan – the Promised Land, he reminded them of how God had led them in the past, and then he established a new commandment for them, a new way of ensuring future generations kept connected to God. This was his final speech - his legacy. The D6 model found in Deuteronomy 6:4-7.
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Moses wanted the parents and faith community to work together. Parents have the greatest opportunity to impress the new commandment. 
“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  Deut. 6: 7


Unfortunately, many parents have abdicated this role to the church. they want their children to have faith in God, but they feel that they don’t have the skills or expertise to do this.
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“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . .it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.”  (Barna, p 81)
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God has two powerful influences on children - the church and the home.
Church 
The church exists to shine light into darkness and like a lamp stand, reveal the character of God and light the path for God’s followers. We can say it has a ‘Yellow’ influence.

What if?

What if the church started Believing in the potential of the family to influence their own kids

Home
The home exists to nurture and love children. They nurture the hearts of children to love God. 
What if?
Families started believing in the potential of the church to influence their kids.
Even better, what if both the church and families started to think Orange (yellow mixed with red)

Partnering to impact the next generation Orange
(Think Orange p.80)
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If churches do only what they are doing, they will get the same results that they are presently getting. And if families do only what they are presently doing they will get the same outcomes. To get a different outcome we need to do something different. Instead of operating with different strategies we need to work more as a team. We need to combine strategies and row in the same direction.
photo of rowing team
Slide 12  
It is not time to give up on the church. It is not time to give up on the family unit. It is time to synchronize their efforts. To support each other like birds in flight.
 

photo of birds in flight formation
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How can we do this? How can we partner with parents?

1. Believe in your parents

Your attitude to parents will determine your approach to the family as a whole.
Do you believe that most parents want to be good parents?

Do you believe that God has called them?
Do you believe that partnering with them is important and that you need to be intentional with every type of parent you meet? This will help you act like every parent can be a better parent.
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2.  Spiritually nurture them
“Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  . . .  are to be on your hearts.” Deut. 6: 4-6
God asks that parents be His disciples. One of our priorities should be to help them have a passion for God and to convince them that having a strong personal relationship with God is the greatest thing that they can do to help their children. Nurture them in Bible study and prayer. Help them to be authentic Christians.
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3.  Give them the vision of spiritual mentoring.

God’s dream is that families live in relationships of respect and love. Show parents the blessing that they will receive when they build spiritual relationships with their children and make spiritual development a priority. Help them realise that the spiritual development of their children is worth all their time and energy. Help them to picture their children in their late teens, as faith filled people. 
“See I will send you the prophet Elijah . . . He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers.” Malachi 4:5, 6
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4.  Equip them

George Barna found that many parents believed that they were responsible for the spiritual development of their children, but that they gave this responsibility to the church. (p.78) They either felt incapable, or scared that they wouldn’t do it right. 
· Small simple changes in the routines of family life. Show them that this can work by just making some simple changes. That it although it takes a time commitment it does not does not need to be a huge amount of time at once. 
· Give them a plan. Parents need a simple plan in how to do this. ‘Tell me what to do”
· Simple but intentional. Don’t make it too complicated. Parents need to commit to making some changes and need to be very intentional about making this happen.
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Deuteronomy 6
Moses explained to the children of Israel that faith development needed to be embedded in the children’s everyday life. He instructed the parents that they needed to be very deliberate in establishing rhythm in their home. They were to tell God’s story at meal time, drive/walk time, bed time and in the morning.
Meal Time – when you sit at home
Drive Time – when you walk along the road
Bed Time – when you lie down
Morning Time – when you get up 
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Reggie Joiner in Think Orange (pages 65-70) describes how these times in the day can be used for spiritual development
Meal Time – when you sit at home

Focussed discussion as a teacher to establish core values
Parents can take the role of teacher and use this time to target specific truths in a friendly and relaxed environment. 
Drive Time – when you walk along the road

Informal talking as a friend to help your child interpret life
This can be a great time to chat to your children about what is happening in their lives.
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Bed Time – when you lie down

Intimate conversation as a counsellor to listen to the heart of your child
Bedtime creates a wonderful intimate time to listen to the heart your children and pray with them.
Morning Time – when you get up

Encouraging words as a coach who gives a sense of value and instils purpose
Before children leave the home each morning, parents should spend a few moments encouraging their children and praying with them. This will give the children strength and courage to face their day.
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Parents can help their children love and understand the Bible.
1. Read Bible stories to children when very young and continue through childhood – Bedtime
2. Share thoughts from own personal devotions and encourage child to share his thoughts

3. Have character building story books for child to read for themselves.
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4. As the child grows older encourage personal reading from a devotional book first thing in morning or at bedtime.
5. As the child nears teen years, encourage their own Bible study or Bible lesson study at bedtime.

6. Morning mealtime can become a sharing of what each family member has read.
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The Power of Family Rituals (rhythms)
· Provide meaning to our lives – transmission of values and beliefs.

· Give stability – Makes changes manageable

· Predictability 

· Sense of belonging – family identity

· Personal identity
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Faith Talk

Parents build faith by questioning and talking  to children about how they have experienced God and how it has impacted them.
1. What happened to you today that reminded you of God?
2. What did you see today that reminds you that all people are sinners and need Jesus?
3. What did you hear or see today that did not agree with the truths of the Bible?
4. What part of God’s creation did you enjoy most? 
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5.  What is one thing that you would like to do before you die?

6. What is something that happened to you recently that made you pause and thank God?

7. What did you learn at church today?

8. How is this going to change your life?
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Keep  times together:
Enjoyable

Relaxed

Routine

Regular

Intentional 
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 We need to equip parents by providing them with the right resources and tools  
· Provide them with home resources (GraceLink Bible studies, Memory cards, Footprints for Parents and Footprints for Kids.)
· Classes to teach them how to lead their kids to Christ, how to read the Bible
· Encourage them to be involved in church children’s activities. The more involvement, the better the relationships between leaders and parents. Experiencing what happens at church will give parents ideas for what they can do at home.
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5.  Encourage and support

Build strong relationships with your parents. Inspire and challenge them, but also give them lots of words of encouragement. Even though we may feel frustrated at their lack of engagement, they last thing that they need is for us to lecture them or be negative. Parents need to know that you will help them
· Thank them for what they are doing and the attempts that they have made, to change
· Support them

· Be a good listener
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6.  Help them to connect with others
Create opportunities for parents to be a part of a supportive community. Show them that you as a church care for one another, pray for each other and hold each other accountable.  Show them that they are not alone as they disciple their children.
· small groups

· social activities

· parenting events

· worship events

· service activities 
· praying for each other 
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Family Service Projects

Faith grows as families serve together. Support and help families as they make this a priority. Here are some questions families could discuss at home.
1. What could your family do without being asked, to help a neighbour?

2. What could your family do to help preserve God’s creation and care for it?

3. What is something that your family could do to help at church?

4. What could you give away, and to whom could you give it do?
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 7. Change church strategies
Synchronize all ministry efforts around the recognition that two partnered influences – church and home – have the greatest potential to impact young lives. Plan everything around a master plan that builds the faith and character of young people. This will determine what and how you program. It will mean a truly collaborative team with a common set of values.
· celebrate families – involve families in leading and celebrating the spiritual milestones of their children. Involve families in Sabbath School and take-home activities.
· family events – family camps, serving activities, social activities, families involved in worship. 

· think – how does this program equip, support and empower families? Don’t over schedule with programs that segregate family.
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8. Communicate well

Parents need to know your vision and your plans for discipleship. Don’t over communicate or they may stop noticing. However, regular updates using a variety of methods will grab their attention.
· Print – letters, newsletters

· Emails, text messages, Facebook

· Notice boards, websites

· Home visits.
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Parent Link   - a model parent’s newsletter is available form Group.
www.parentlink.org
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8.  Be positive
· Every parent needs you as a partner – You will have parents at different levels of engagement, and although we can’t immediately ensure full participation, we can expect to move each family to the next step.
·  Act that everyone is coming to your church this week – would you be able to connect with them and engage them?  We need to start acting Orange, not just Thinking Orange
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· The church can give the family hope and direction.
· They love to know that someone is genuinely interested in them.
“The church is in a unique position to give the family hope and direction because most parents would love to know that people other than themselves, think about their families.”  (Think Orange p. 18)s
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