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(Presenter’s Notes)
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We all like to ensure children are healthy and strong. We also spend a lot of money on ensuring children are educated with well developed intellects. To raise children who are spiritual giants must also become our priority. 
Slide 2

David and Goliath illustration

Goliath was a giant at 9 feet 3 inches tall. His height was intimidating. He was a champion of the Philistines who was called on to fight when the fate of the entire army was at stake. Goliath  being large in size and carrying impressive weapons was usually enough to strike fear into the hearts of enemy soldiers.

But, was being a physical giant enough? David was a shepherd boy – the least in his family. However, he was close to God and courageous.  He had been anointed by God to be the King of Israel and the spirit of God was empowering him. Goliath was a giant, but David was a ‘Spiritual Giant’.
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Children who are spiritual giants are children who:
· Accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord

· Accept the Bible as truth and as a guide

· Make their faith in God and their relationship with Him, their highest priority 

· Live as intentional and growing servants of God. 
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(pictures of children from your Union)
I’m sure that you are wondering how you can help your present generation of children, to become spiritual giants. Children, often appear to be spiritual. They come to church and comply with our wishes. Rarely do they complain or demand better Sabbath Schools or discipleship. We often don’t start worrying about their spirituality until they start rebelling and leaving the church. However, if their spirituality is not prioritized and nurtured when they are young, they will not have the spiritual foundation needed for the teen years. They will also miss out on much of the meaning, purpose and joy of serving God at a young age. We are happy to give them everything that the world has to offer, but we must also ensure that they are connected to Jesus.
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Jesus tried to change Biblical culture. He also wants us to see children from His eyes.
Matthew 18: 2-6

Want to enter God’s Kingdom? Become like little children
Want to be great in God’s eyes? Become like little children
Want to welcome Jesus? Then welcome little children
Want to avoid God’s anger? Then don’t let little children go astray
Want to follow Jesus example? Then love, pray for, accept, be with and bless little children
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Spiritual Growth a Priority

Spiritual growth peaks in preteen years, with most beliefs in place by the age of thirteen.

George Barna found, “If people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Saviour before they reach their teenage years, the chance of their doing so at all is slim.”
And that, by the age of 13, your spiritual identity is largely in place. 
Attitudes about the viability and value of church participation are formed early in life.

Habits related to the practice of one’s faith are also formed early in life and hardly change later.

Moral foundations are in place by the age of nine.
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Child Evangelism endorses this. See graph.
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Children are open to the messages of the Bible. They are impressionable. They are sensitive to God’s voice and are eager to serve Him. They need to experience quality discipleship right from the start of their lives.
“If children can be persuaded when they are young, then it is incredibly difficult to change their allegiance as they age.” George Barna.
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Why must spirituality be a priority? 
1. Because children matter to God. Scripture makes it very clear that children are special to God and are a blessing. 
2. Because most people decide their relationship to Jesus when young. Children are growing in faith from birth. Their decision to follow Jesus happens early.
3. Because children are an investment in the future - theirs and ours. The greatest hope for the future of our church is to raise Godly children. We must pour a large proportion of our resources into them – not just buildings or one off programs.
4. Because of the power of child evangelism.  Young children are very effective in leading other children and their parents to Jesus. Children exert much influence in the home, especially in Western culture.
5. Because children are the battlefront of today’s world.  Children are exploited, abused and marginalized. Satan rejoices because if he can destroy the minds, health, and souls of our children he will have destroyed all hope for their identity as children of God. Many children are so abused that they may never become emotionally healthy adults.
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What do Kids Need? They need purpose and meaning for their lives. They need:
1. God’s vision for their life

2. A biblical world view

3. Parents as primary spiritual disciplers 

4. Supportive churches

Slide 11
1.  God’s vision for their life. 

Children need to know that God gives each of them a unique detailed, personal vision.

He gives the talents, skills, education, experiences, relationships and spiritual gifts to make the vision a reality.
· Help them understand why God put them on this earth. 

· Help them be in tune with God.

· Help them burn with passion for something for God.
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2.  A Biblical Worldview
Before children reach the age of 12 they have developed a worldview. This is a life lens that enables them to size up a situation and respond in ways they are consistent to what they believe. George Barna writes that we need to work through seven questions with children, with open ended dialogue.
1. Does God exist?

2. What is the character and nature of God?

3. How and why was the world created?

4. What is the nature and purpose of humanity? 
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5.    What happens after we die on earth?
6.    What spiritual authorities exist?

7.    What is truth?
Children need to be helped to THINK and to OWN their beliefs.
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3.  Parents as Primary Spiritual Disciplers 

Unfortunately, very few parents who attend church regularly, read the Bible together, pray together or participate in an act of service. Only 1 in 20 parents have any form of worship experience at home.

Kids need parents who will help them be disciples and advance in their relationships with God.
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Unfortunately many parents are doing what happened to them. They are dropping their children off at church or children’s programs, and not realising  that they are the best  people to disciple  their children. 

· No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.

· No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.
Parents are the ones who have the most time with their children, who know their children best, and who their children truly trust and respect
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“Children are hardwired for close connections to others and for moral and spiritual meaning.”  Dr Kenneth L Gladish 

Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities.


Their brains are designed for this.
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“Primary nurturing relationships influence early spiritual development.” 

Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities
Emotional security is one of the most important things parents can give. Children need to know that they are loved, accepted and affirmed.
· Parents must start the spiritual training of children when they are young. 
Parents need to use their influence while they can. If they wait until the teen years they will find that worldview will have already been formed by the influence of media, friends and school.
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Parents’ need a plan. Often they are unsure what to do or feel no desire to give spiritual experiences. Many have a shallow spirituality themselves.


God gives us a plan in Deuteronomy 6.  He tells us to love Him with ALL our hearts and strength and to BE the Godly people we want our children to be.
“Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  . . .  are to be on your hearts.”

Deut. 6: 4-6
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“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deut. 6: 7
Slide 20
 •       Parent must be strategic in how children are discipled 

·  Plan discipleship around the natural rhythms of the day - morning time, meal     

           time, drive time and bedtime. 

·  Include intentional, planned learning and incidental teachable moments. 

·  Model Christ for your children.

·  Have intimate conversations 

·  Include rituals and traditions

·  Provide encouragement and support.
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It is the Holy Spirit that brings about transformation.

It is our responsibility to be available and diligent in our own spiritual growth and be willing to invest in the spiritual growth of our children.

Parents may need to give up some of their own agendas so that they have the time and resources to disciple their children. They should see themselves as spiritual coaches. 
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"The last mediatorial work of Christ before laying off His priestly garments, is to present the prayers of parents for their children. I saw a mighty angel sent out and thousands of children will remember their early training and be brought back just before probation closes." 
E. G. White - Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, 1890
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4.  Supportive Churches
Typically many of our church programs have no contact with parents.

Parents need churches that will help them know how to be spiritual leaders.
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“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . . it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.” George Barna, p 81.
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What happens at home is as important as what happens at church.
“How can we get parents to also teach what we are teaching their kids?”
How can we collaborate with and partner with them? How can we equip them and empower them?
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Gracelink is not just something that happens at Sabbath School. It is something that must happen at home, with daily Bible stories, prayer and experiences that help apply the message.
Kids In Discipleship is another great ministry with resources to equip and support parents as disciplers of their children.
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Children believe that Church is mostly for adults unless they are included in a meaningful way.
Children believe that they have no say in what happens in the church unless they are given some ownership.
Children believe that they have nothing significant to contribute unless their input is valued and respected.
Children believe that they are always the receivers in church unless adults are open to receiving ministry from them.
Children believe that they must wait until they are older to discover their gifts and callings unless their gifts and callings are recognised and encouraged.”
Kirk, Daphne Heirs Together England Kevin Mayhew 2003 
Children are not likely to grow spiritually unless they feel confident, have physical safety, feel loved and welcome and feel significant by doing something meaningful.
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Churches can help by giving practical experiences.

1. Worship – helping children to authentically worship God personally, corporately and with their everyday lives.
2. Evangelism – equipping children to share the news of salvation and faith
3. Discipleship - helping children to develop the skills and habits needed to continue lifelong spiritual growth through prayer and Bible study.
4. Stewardship – helping children to be good managers of God’s resources -time, money, relationships, nature.
5. Service – showing children how to express God’s love in real, practical ways.
6. Community – Ensuring that a church community is a place where children are accepted, instructed, encouraged, supported and held accountable. 
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“If children are nurtured, released, trained, empowered and given a vision for their lives, then when they reach adolescence, their roots will be deep.” Daphne Kirk p.60 
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In summary

1. Churches must invest in ministry to children. Not just go through the motions.
2. There must be a consistent, coordinated strategy with commitment to the “big picture plan.” Greater effectiveness comes when there is a church-wide birth to adulthood discipleship plan, and it is coordinated in various departments and at all levels. That discipleship is seen as a lifelong journey.
3. Measure success by the changes made in a child’s life and how well the parents are equipped and involved at home.  Baptisms are great, but we really need to see children changing their habits and values. Success means that parents will feel confident to be disciplers.
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4. Teaching methods must be formational and transformational. Discipleship  is an enduring process and is the work of the Holy Spirit. It will mean teachers, congregations and parents truly praying for children.
5. Children must be active participants in their learning.  This involves teaching how children learn. Being more multisensory and ensuring there is quality time in small groups to get children to think though questioning and discussion.
6. Children need committed leaders and mentors. For relationships to be built we need volunteers who stay for years. We need low ratios of adults to children. One adult to every 5 children.
7. Pastors must support and empower children and families. Pastors who are committed to ensuring children are spiritual giants and are prepared to include their needs in the local church.
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(Need a picture of children or grandchildren)
If Peter and Oliver were a part of your church, can you assure me that they will be spiritual giants by the time they get to 13 years old?

If their parents were members of your church, what are you doing to equip and support them as spiritual leaders for their children?
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To be in heaven is our dream and I know that Jesus wants children to be there.
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In times of crises the children of Israel joined as a community to pray and work together. May your whole community collaborate to ensure that children are spiritual giants.

Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions  y George Barna
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