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(Presenter’s Notes)
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Illustration:
Get a male volunteer to sit on a chair.  Then ask a female volunteer to carry him up to the end of the room.  If she said she can’t, ask her what she could do to achieve that.  If she suggests, “Get someone to help me carry the man on the chair!”  Yes, she can’t do it alone.  
In the same way, at church we seem to do everything alone for the kids.  But we need the help of parents; we need them to be involved to impact the spiritual life of their kids.  If parents themselves have devotional time, it is easier for them to talk to kids about spirituality.

The real self of parents do show up at home and kids see them.  They may lose respect for parents if they don’t practice what they say or teach.  Hence, training parents is vital.
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TO HIT A TARGET, YOU NEED TO AIM
Have a lady stand in front of a target board and shoot the arrow at it.  Then blindfold her and turn her around several times and then ask her to shoot again at the target.  Debrief the results by asking questions like: why she couldn’t hit the target well? Why it was more difficult when blindfolded?
Parents can’t afford to miss the target!  Ask parents what they want for their children?  Success?  Character?  A faith?  It doesn’t just happen.  

To hit at a target, you need to AIM at the target!
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Positive Payoffs for Teaching Kids about God.

Parents need to deliberately and intentionally aim at teaching their children about the principles God has given to them.  Remember Deuteronomy 6:6-9?  

Biblical mandate to teach our kids about God and the principles He’s given us to live by, yield some payoffs.  Look at Psalm 78:1-8:



1)  So the next generation will KNOW the right way.



2)  So the next generation will put their TRUST in God.



3)  So they’ll be OBEDIENT to God.



4)  So they won’t FORGET God.
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Clean Hands Object Lesson

What are the greatest fears of parents?  Kids being kidnapped or snatched away? Kids getting involved in drugs or gangs?  Remind parents that kids can be kidnapped by Satan very easily; we need to protect them.
· Hang a paper bag on a rope and put weights in it.  Ask a volunteer to roll it.  It was easy!
· Put some lotion on the hands of volunteer and then ask him to roll up the bag.  It was hard!
From the illustration of clean hands, you can see that it’s tough to wind up the bag when hands aren't clean.  It is hard to impact our kids when we are not clean ourselves.  We need to hold out the word of 1 Tim. 4:12 to our kids; we need to show:



* how we love them



* how we love our spouse



* how we pray for others



* how we show compassion
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Valuegenesis Study About Faith 
Roger Dudley 
“Family worship seems to be a significant factor in helping youth develops a deep, rich, life-changing faith.  It is interesting that something as simple to do as regular family devotions could be so helpful.  Think what might happen if this family activity were reinstated in each household.” 
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Ministry of Healing, p. 393
“Fathers and mothers, however pressing your business, do not fail to gather your family around God’s altar.  Ask for the guardianship of holy angels in your home.”
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Testimonies, vol., 43 
“Fathers and mothers, make the hour of worship intensely interesting.  There is no reason why this hour should not be the most pleasant and    enjoyable of the day.  A little thought given to preparation for it will enable you to make it full of interest and profit.  From time to time let the service be varied.  Questions may be asked on the portion of Scripture read, and a few earnest, timely remarks may be made.  A song of praise may be sung.  The prayer offered should be short and pointed.” 
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Devotional Demonstrations
· Smashed Tomatoes
Put some tomatoes in a ziplock bag and then step on the bag.  Ask kids what they would do with the mashed tomatoes.  Can they use them? For pizza? Pasta?  

Kids can be messed up (smashed up), but in the hands of a chef, they can become excellent.  Eg.  Moses—smashed tomato made into a great leader of all times.  

· Tongue Twisters
Have one volunteer read a simple 4-5 words from Dr. Seuss book or any other book.  Volunteer speak faster and faster.  Have second volunteer read a long verse with more words.  Volunteer should say faster and faster.  

It’s tough to say tongue twisters.  But there are some words that are hard to say too.  Words such as:



“I’m sorry.”
“Please forgive me”

Find some Scripture verse to discuss about words.

· Micro-Mess
Put an egg in a ziplog bag.  Cut off corner after sealing.  Then have two volunteers sit with safety glasses in front of microwave oven to watch if there is any change.  Record it as no change, etc.  But soon it burst and the egg is scattered everywhere. 

Microwave cooks from inside out.  If we hide sin in our hearts, there is no change on the outside.  But sin is life microwave.  It changes the heart from the inside.  Finally, it will burst and mess you up.  
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12 Tips to Make Your Family Devotions Better 
1. Keep the kids involved with a fun activity or object lesson.
2. Follow up activity with a brief tie-in to some Biblical principle.
3. Have the devotions every day, but make it good.
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More Tips . . .
4. Pick a time that works best for everyone’s schedules. 
5. If kids ask a question that stumps you, try to find the answer together.
6. If the kids seem bored, don’t give up.
7. If kids have a hard time sitting down, get him up with an activity.
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More Tips . . .

8. Try to include as many of the senses as possible in the worship experience.
9. Use your Resources.
10. 
Go with the kids you have.
11.  
Reinforce the application throughout the week after devotion.  
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Why So Few Men Lead Devotions
· They feel they don’t know how.
· They don’t want to take responsibility.
· They’re not in control.
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The ABC’s of Family Worship

A cknowledging God’s presence in your lives—this is the most important element of family worship.  Singing and praising God, worshipping Him everyday helps our parents and children to acknowledge His presence in our lives.
B eing there for each other—family worship time spent in praying for each other and encouraging one another provides a strong family bond, knowing that everyone is always there for each other.
C elebrating each other’s joys—time spent together at family worships provide an excellent avenue to share the joys and thankfulness of each child and parent as they celebrate together in prayer and praise.

D eveloping your spiritual life – daily time spent in family devotions helps develop both the parents and the children’s spiritual life as they study the Bible stories together, finding answers for their life decisions.  Families may talk about embarking on a mission project, reaching out to neighbors, etc. which fosters spiritual values of compassion, witnessing, love and kindness in children. 
E ducating for tomorrow – family worship times are excellent times for teaching and educating our children for their future life.  They learn the importance of letting God lead them in their life decisions, deciding on a career, or finding a life partner as parents and sibling pray for these major decisions.  They are also educated on family issues and how to work out conflict, etc.  

F amily fellowship and fun – spending time in family worship through interesting activities helps to strengthen fellowship and ties with one another as they share fun activities together.  Worship times need not be boring.  
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