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(Presenter’s Notes)
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Introduction
Six-year-old Terrence came home from his first day at school with a very excited announcement.  As he flung open the door of the apartment, he dashed in with six new friends—one African with kinky hair, a blonde Norwegian, a slanted-eye Korean, a fair skinned lad with an English accent, two true-blooded Americans– and he proudly announced to his mother, “Mommy, these are all my best friends.  We are all from the same planet!”   Wow! What an insightful lesson from a child!  Children know how to love people of various races!  What about us adults?

Racism has long been an issue in many countries. Recent events of September 11 have again shown how racial and religious conflict can lead to hatred and devastation.  Terrorism in the United States and other parts of the world has brought on fear and suspicion of particular religious and racial groups.   However, as Christians, we believe that under Christ there is no "Jew nor Greek," yet we often struggle to pass that belief on to our children—especially when we live in a culturally homogenous neighborhood or worship in a racially homogenous church. Now, more than ever, it's crucial that we lead our children to love all of God's people, regardless of their ethnicity.
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Puzzle Activity

· Form groups of 6-8 persons.

· Pass out one piece of the puzzle to each person in the group. 

·      Don’t give any directions, but watch what the participants are doing right 
      after you pass them the puzzle piece.

· Stop the activity after a few minutes.
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Debriefing:  Asking questions and reflecting
· Hey, you guys didn't even know what I wanted you to do. Why did you put the puzzle together?

· Why is it so important to put it together?

· A puzzle can only be complete if it is put together as a whole.

· That's what racial reconciliation is. 
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Ephesians 2:14:

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.” 
Inside each one of us, God has placed a puzzle piece. When we are reconciled to God, something in us wants to find the rest of the puzzle, the rest of our family. You don't want to be separate and alone. When you are reconciled to God, you only have one axis of the cross, like a big stick. But the cross needs a horizontal axis. To make the cross complete, we need to make peace with each other. 
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Biblical Counsels Again

Again the Bible counsels us to love all kinds of people because we are in Christ.  Read what Paul said to the Colossian church:


“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you


who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.


There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,


for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”








Galatians 3:26-28
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What is Racism?

Unfortunately, many of us have not tried to put these racial puzzles together as Christ wants us to.  Instead we practice certain degrees of racism.  

What is racism?  According to the dictionary, racism means:
· The practice of discrimination, prejudice, and intolerance of another race based on the belief that claims to find racial differences in character, 

  

intelligence, morality, etc.

· The assertion of the superiority of one race over another.  
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Is it Our Goal to Teach Children to be Colorblind?
Kids are smart and they know we're not all the same. When Jenny was 2 years old, she asked her mother about people's color. She didn't ask in a judgmental way, she asked in a curious way. She asked her who was pink, who was gray, and who was brown. She just used her crayons as a reference point.
Toddlers know people are different, but only different in their color, like her crayons. It's our society that shapes a child's attitude to believe that someone's color means they are lesser or better than other people.
When people talk about being colorblind, they mean to not attach value to color. God is not a respecter of persons by color, and we shouldn't be either. If we tell our kids not to see our color differences, it's confusing. They will see color. What we need to impress on our children is to not make value judgments about people based on their color.
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How Can We Accomplish This with Our Children?
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1.  Be Disciples to Our Children. 


We must be disciples to our children; the home is the place where faith is imparted into their hearts. We must try to help our children grow into the image of Christ and make Jesus Christ their Lord.


One way we can disciple my children is through prayer. For example, every night before bed, we can get on our knees and say the Lord's Prayer together. Pause when we say, "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven." Your children and you talk about what God's kingdom looks like. Revelation 5:9 says, "There before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language." The kingdom of God is a multiethnic, multinational, multilingual place. If we're not raising our children to be part of his kingdom, then we're not pointing them to follow the lordship of Christ toward his kingdom—we're only producing church members and not Christians.
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Be Models of Reconciliation. 


We all have the best intentions, but sometimes we aren't aware of our own, subtle disparities. As parents become models of reconciliation at home, they in turn will shape their children. An example of this occurred when an African American friend of mine came with me to an international student conference. She had never seen herself as a person who cared about reconciliation, but she wanted to hear me speak. During the conference, she was surprised at what she learned about herself. She remembered when her son was 12, she told him that when he started dating, and eventually married, his wife had better be an African American. She recognized that her cultural values were more important than her Christian values. After the conference, she went home and apologized to her son. Today she and her family relate differently.
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3.  Get Out of Our Comfort Zone

· Interact with people who are different.

We can say that Jesus loves all the little children of the world, but if we don't socially interact with anyone who is different, or our kids never play with kids from different races, they won't believe it. Their inexperience will defy that as true.

· Let your Kids play with kids from different races.
· Lead children to appreciate and learn from our differences.  

If we don't lead our children to appreciate and learn from our differences, then our children won't see any value in other people. And when we don't see any value in a person, in their color, in their culture and what it represents, then we don't have any need for them. That's why most families don't have friends who look different than they do. How can we value someone we know nothing about?

· Help children to value others. 
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4.  Take Active Steps

· Expose your children to different cultures. Big cities are wonderful cultural centers. There are parades, festivals, art museums, and other multicultural events. You can find event listings in your local newspaper or posted at the library, or you can contact your state's ethnic affairs department.

· Encourage your child to invite someone racially different over to play. It's an opportunity for your child to make another friend and for you to meet his parents and get acquainted.

· Never make jokes about different races.
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More Active Steps . . .

· Teach your child about his own ethnic heritage. 

It's difficult to affirm in other people what's never been affirmed in you. Everybody is ethnic! When we talk about multiethnic, people think that only means people of color. Caucasians need to recognize their own diversities and learn about their family's heritage—whether it's German, Swedish, Greek, English, Irish, or whatever.

· Help them to recognize their own diversities even within the race.

· Affirm children’s ethnic heritage.

Trace where Grandma and Grandpa came from. If they are from the Netherlands, pull out the Dutch shoes (or get a pair) and learn about Dutch people. You can make some Dutch food and practice Dutch customs.

· Encourage schools and churches to teach racial reconciliation. 

Urban public school systems deal with diversity, and some have provided sensitivity training for teachers. It's hard to ask teachers to lead something they aren't familiar with. We need racial reconciliation to be a part of Christian school systems and churches and to incorporate it into the curriculum in a natural way.

· Find multiethnic media. 

The public library and web sites can help you find resources and more information. The multicultural book review home page offers ideas for teachers and parents. A comprehensive resource site that encourages awareness and sensitivity toward other cultures.
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Suggested Websites for Teaching Cultural Diversity


These are some sample websites that offer great ideas and suggestions for parents on teaching cultural diversity to their children.  Some sites contain games, puzzles, and other activities for children that teach them the values of appreciating cultural differences, get rid of prejudice, etc. 

http://life.familyeducation.com/diversity/parenting/34461.html.

www.education-world.com 

www.preschoolrainbow.org/multiculture.htm 

www.more4kids.info/589/teaching-kids-cultural-diversity 
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More Active Steps. . .


How should we handle the racially insensitive comments of other people, especially grandparents who grew up in a different era?  Most of us are too frightened to correct our parents because we want to keep peace and we don’t want to make our parents angry. We have to bite the bullet. We may not be able to convince them to be different or understand the attitudes we've adopted, but we do have control over how our parents relate when they are around us.
· If a parent or grandparents say a racist joke, have the courage to say, "I don't believe that's the best Christian approach.  We should love everyone!”  Your parent may get angry, but that's a part of taking up the cross. We must, however, speak to them in kindness rather than in a critical tone.  

·  We can tell our children that Grandpa was wrong for telling ugly jokes: "You'll never hear me say that, and I hope you'll never make remarks like that. Grandpa grew up in a time when many people were prejudiced against other races. Those are the wrong attitudes."
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The Most Common Misconception About Racial Identity

· People are afraid that racial reconciliation means sameness.   


They think that for me to embrace you means I would have to give up who I am. I don't think we're being asked to meld together in a way that doesn't distinguish who we are. I'm very proud to be African American, or Chinese, or Nigerian. I honor the culture that has passed down through my ancestors, and I hope my kids celebrate it, too. Like a puzzle piece, I am a distinct piece, but when I put my piece together with yours, we are stronger and better, not less or worse. We see bigger, we see clearer when we come together. I'm not diminished as a result of coming together.
· Christians think that because we don’t harbor prejudice or act bitter, that people of other races will just want to be with us.  That won't work.  We have to reach out to them to them to know them.  
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So What is the Next Step?

· Reach Out to People of Different Races.

· Extend an invitation to your home for a meal or to church to worship together.

· Get involved to learn their language, eat their food, and join in their festivals, etc. 
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Ephesians 2:14


“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed


the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.”
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Remember . . .

· I am a distinct piece.

· You are a distinct piece

· When we put our pieces together, we are stronger and better!
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