UNDERSTANDING PRIMARIES
(Presenter’s Notes)
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The Primary Child
In the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the primary division has traditionally been for children of grades 2-4 or 7-10 years. Today we recommend including first graders in primary. Large churches may have two primary divisions:


Primary I - grades 1, 2 (ages 6-7)


Primary II - grades 3, 4 (ages 8-9)

Maybe different countries have a slight variation.
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Physical 
•
Show good muscle coordination and balance

•
Behave in a boisterous and energetic manner

• 
Learn eye-hand coordination for fine-muscle skills

• 
Willingly practice so as to learn new skills

• 
Are somewhat far-sighted until 8-years old

• 
Are good singers

· Can be restless
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Mental
• 
Like to demonstrate their newly-acquired reading skills; however, many through age 9 need help finding and reading Bible texts

• 
Are concrete thinkers; need objects and pictures to help them understand

• 
Are learning to distinguish between fact and fancy

• 
Are curious and observant, asking lots of questions 

• 
Learn best from hands-on experience with concrete objects 
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Mental
• 
Apply simple, logical thought to practical situations

• 
Memorize easily

• 
Show an interest in the faraway and long ago

• 
Have limited understanding of time and historical sequence
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Mental

Children who begin school late or are home-schooled should be promoted with their age or grade level, at the end of the school year. Children should not be held back.

• 
Are strongly committed to fairness; want those who break the rules to be punished

• 
Enjoy discussing experiences and new ideas

· Understanding of historical concepts are related primarily to family (grandparents, aunts, siblings, parents)

• 
Are fond of stories

• 
Like using new words

· Are capable of prolonged interest and concentration 
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Social/Relational
• 
Are naturally boisterous and energetic

· Enjoy playing with others

• 
Like adults and seek relationships with them; want their approval 

• 
Want to make friends, especially best friends, with their peers 

• 
Want to belong to clubs and groups; family and church are important to them
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Social
· Enjoy group games, projects, quizzes, and activities
· Can be “little legalists”, wanting to know the rules and to apply them 
to other people
· Want to belong to clubs and groups; family and church are important 
to them

· Imitate behavior of parents, teachers and other significant adults in 
their lives
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Emotional
• 
Appreciate variety within a fairly stable routine; a complete change of program can upset younger primaries.

• 
Are learning to control negative emotions and expressing them in socially acceptable ways


• 
Need adults to model self-control

• 
Fear death and divorce

• 
Are motivated by recognition
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Spiritual
• 
Understand some simple religious symbolism

• 
Have an interest in God

• 
Willingly believe what the church teaches

• 
Enjoy Bible stories at their own level of understanding 

• 
Understand enough about sin and salvation to choose Jesus as Savior and Best Friend.

· Know that God loves and cares for them
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Spiritual
·  Enjoy participation in worship, singing, and being part of the church community,
• 
Imitate models of Christian living

· Have questions about our world, the causes of things, and their purposes.

· Need to experience love and trust so as to have the capacity to expand their faith later
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Spiritual 
• 
To know God loves and cares for them

• 
To develop a personal relationship with Jesus, and see Him as their Friend 

• 
Ready access to God through prayer

• 
To experience forgiveness and mercy

• 
Assurance of acceptance with God—without it, they experience fear and guilt 

• 
To know the law of God; they will apply it as a standard of living 

• 
Help to offer mercy and forgiveness to those who wrong them
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How to Teach Primaries


Teaching primary children is exciting and rewarding. Provide variety in lesson presentation.  Involve children in active learning and then remember to ask questions and debrief.  Then help them to apply the lesson in their daily lives.  If you are using handwork, be sure to make them practical.  
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How to Teach Primaries
Primary children have lots of energy at this age and it is good to show them various opportunities of using their energy for the Lord.  They can participate in a walkathon to fundraise for street kids; clean up for the community, etc.  This is an excellent time to teach them about service to others, such as baking bread to distribute to the elderly or homeless.  Remember, primaries like to put learning into practice, not just memory learning.
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How to Teach Primaries

In teaching Bible stories, make the Bible characters come alive by having primary children involved in drama or role play.  Teach them to understand God’s rules and why rules are necessary in a society, the school and at home.  Are God’s rules different from those of our school and home?  Are God’s rules too harsh or can we keep them?
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How to Teach Primaries

Help primaries to learn to love God and to desire to please Him in all aspects of life.  Share with them your conversion story and how pleasing God and keeping His commandments give you many blessings.  Loving and pleasing God means being kind to our friends and neighbors; doing simple things to share God’s love with others.  They could write card to a sick person, visit sick children in the hospital, collect used clothing and toys for poor children overseas.  
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Primary children respond to Jesus and His love and with proper understanding and guidance, we can help them develop a loving, serving relationship with Jesus.
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